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CALAMITY OVER KLAMATH
AGREEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker,
this generation is facing spiraling elec-
tricity prices and increasingly scarce
supplies. Californians have had to cut
back to the point that their electricity
consumption per capita is now lower
than that of Guam, Luxembourg, and
Aruba.

What is the administration’s solu-
tion? Interior Secretary Ken Salazar
announced yesterday that the adminis-
tration is moving forward with a plan
to destroy four perfectly good hydro-
electric dams on the Klamath River,
capable of producing 155,000 megawatts
of the cleanest and cheapest electricity
on the planet, enough for about 155,000
homes.

Now, why would the administration
pursue such a ludicrous policy? Well,
they say it’s necessary to increase the
salmon population. Well, the thing is,
we did that a long time ago by building
the Iron Gate Fish Hatchery. The Iron
Gate Fish Hatchery produces 5 million
salmon smolt every year—17,000 of
which return annually as fully grown
adults to spawn. The problem is, they
don’t include them in the population
count. And to add insult to insanity,
when they tear down the Iron Gate
Dam, we will lose the Iron Gate Fish
Hatchery and the 5 million salmon
smolt it produces annually.

Declining salmon runs are not unique
to the Klamath. We have seen them up
and down the Northwest Pacific coast
over the last 10 years as a result of the
naturally occurring Pacific decadal os-
cillation—cold water currents that
fluctuate over a 10-year cycle between
the Pacific Northwest and Alaska. In
fact, during the same decade that salm-
on runs have declined throughout the
Pacific Northwest, they have exploded
in Alaska. We are now at the end of
that cycle.

The cost of this madness is currently
pegged at a staggering $290 million, all
at the expense of ratepayers and tax-
payers. But that’s just the cost of re-
moving the dams. Consumers will face
permanently higher prices for replace-
ment power, which, we’re told, will be
wind and solar.

Well, not only are wind and solar
many times more expensive; wind and
solar require equal amounts of reliable
standby power, which is precisely what
the dams provide. We’re told that, yes,
this may be expensive, but it will cost
less than retrofitting the dams to meet
cost-prohibitive environmental re-
quirements. Well, if that’s the case,
maybe we should rethink those re-
quirements, not squander more than a
quarter billion dollars to destroy des-
perately needed hydroelectric dams. Or
here is a modest suggestion to address
the salmon population—count the
hatchery fish.

We’re told that this is the result of a
local agreement between farmers and
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stakeholders. Well, Mr. Speaker, every-
body knows that the Klamath agree-
ment was the result of local farmers
succumbing to extortion by environ-
mental groups that threatened law-
suits to shut off their water. And obvi-
ously the so-called ‘‘stakeholders”
don’t include the ratepayers and tax-
payers who will pay dearly for the loss
of these dams.

Indeed, local voters have repeatedly
and overwhelmingly repudiated the
agreement and the politicians respon-
sible for it. The 1locally elected
Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors
vigorously opposes it.
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Finally, the administration boasts of
1,400 short-term jobs that will be cre-
ated to tear down these dams. Just
imagine how many jobs we could create
if we tore down the Hoover Dam or Du-
luth, Minnesota.

Madam Speaker, amidst a spending
spree that threatens to bankrupt this
Nation, amidst spiraling electricity
prices and chronic shortages, to tear
down four perfectly good hydroelectric
dams at enormous cost is insane. And
to claim that this is good for the econ-
omy gives us chilling insight into the
breathtakingly bad judgment that is
misguiding our Nation from the White
House.

The President was right about one
thing when he spoke here several
weeks ago. Fourteen months is a long
time to wait to correct the problem.
Fortunately, the administration will
need congressional approval to move
forward with this lunacy, and that’s
going to require action by this House.

Earlier this year the House voted to
put a stop to this nonsense. I trust it
will exercise that same good judgment
as the administration proceeds with its
folly.

———

HAPPY 50TH BIRTHDAY TO THE
UNITED STATES PEACE CORPS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. GARAMENDI) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. GARAMENDI. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to celebrate a very, very spe-
cial birthday. It is the 50th birthday of
the United States Peace Corps, an in-
credible organization that was started
by President John F. Kennedy and a
whole lot of people that thought that
this Nation had an opportunity to
reach out to the men and women of
America, provide them with a chal-
lenge: to go out to the world to seek
peace, to work for peace, and to help
developing nations meet their needs,
whether it be in education, community
development, economic development,
or other activities. And so it has been.

More than 200,000 Americans, young
and old, men and women, have become
Peace Corps volunteers. They have
served in 139 countries around the
world, and today they serve in over 70
countries. It’s been a terrific program.
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It has presented the very best face of
America to millions of people around
the world.

Today, there are leaders of many
countries around this world that have
been taught by Peace Corps volunteers
in their high schools, in their grammar
schools or universities. They have a
very special understanding of America.
They know Americans. They know that
Americans have a big heart and they
have a desire to see progress, economic
and social progress in every country of
this world.

And so today we celebrate 50 years.
We celebrate over 200,000 Peace Corps
volunteers that have served around the
world, and we celebrate those who have
been in the administration, the direc-
tors, the country directors, the doc-
tors, the nurses, and the others who
have been part of this enormously im-
portant part of America.

As those Peace Corps volunteers have
returned to America, it is now clear in
recent polling that they have contin-
ued to serve. They serve as volunteers
at twice the rate of other Americans.
And they are found in the schools, they
are found in the community programs,
and they’re even found in Congress, as
strange as that might seem. But, none-
theless, they’ve served in many, many
ways, and they continue to do so.

Earlier today, I met two Peace Corps
volunteers who were in the very first
effort in Tanzania, then Tanganyika.
They returned some 40 years later. I'm
going to turn that around. They actu-
ally served in Afghanistan in the early
sixties and then came back 40 years
later to serve once again as Peace
Corps volunteers.

And what we have found over these
many years, that once you’ve become a
Peace Corps volunteer, you never stop
laboring for peace, wherever it may be.
And so today we celebrate the 50th an-
niversary of a remarkable idea that
was put forward by President John F.
Kennedy, the idea that Americans
could reach out to the whole world and
serve wherever that need might be.

Happy birthday, Peace Corps.
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will remind all persons in the
gallery that they are here as guests of
the House and that any manifestation
of approval or disapproval of pro-
ceedings is in violation of the rules of
the House.

———

THE UNITED NATIONS AND A
PALESTINIAN STATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DoLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DOLD. I, too, want to send my
happy birthday out to the Peace Corps,
and certainly it’s a great day to cele-
brate that birthday.

Madam Speaker, what we are seeing
at the United Nations this week is a
brazen rejection of the basic principle
of a mnegotiated peace. Tomorrow,
Mahmoud Abbas will deliver a speech
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